What Our Parents Say

Achievement, Bravery, Compassion

“Since my boys joined the
school, all my expectations
have been met and some
exceeded. There is a strong
academic foundation to
everything that the school does, but not at the expense
of other things that children should be doing. There is
so much on offer and my boys love it. The thing that has
surprised me most is the music provision.”

These are our ABC values, the cornerstone of our school,
that are applied to all settings and celebrated each day.

“We believe the embedded SEN
provision makes up the very
heart of Hawes Down Primary.
It defines the understanding
for children of all abilities in
both the mainstream and unit
classes and is testament to the
way Hawes Down recognises its
unique blend of pupils. Every
single child benefits from this
approach – academically and
holistically. That is what sets
Hawes Down apart and makes it an outstanding school
in the true meaning of the word.”

Compassion • The children are always encouraged to show
compassion for each other and those who need our care
and support.

Achievement • The children are always encouraged to
achieve high standards and strive to be successful in
everything they set their minds to.

Welcome to our

Open Morning

Bravery • The children are always encouraged to take on
new challenges and also to be brave enough to stand up
and uphold our school rules and values confidently.

Contact Us

Matt De Freitas
Headteacher

Donna Whiteman
Deputy Headteacher

Sue Rowedder
SENCo

Choosing a primary school is a huge task
and a lot of questions and concerns may
arise during the application process. We
hope you found the information provided
today useful. Please feel free to contact us
with further queries.
Hawes Down Primary School
The Mead
West Wickham, Kent BR4 0BA
020 8777 4174
office@hdps.org.uk
www.hdps.org.uk
Thank you for coming and we would love
to welcome you and your child next year.

www.hdps.org.uk

Welcome to Hawes Down Primary School

our Ofsted Report (March 2018)
From Our

At Hawes Down Primary School we challenge and nurture
our children into becoming valued individuals who will
reach their full potential. Situated in spacious grounds,
we are an inclusive, friendly and progressive two-form
entry school that, additionally, offers
a successful provision for children
who have severe and complex
communication needs.

“You have created a school environment where the sense
of openness and commitment to improvement are central
to the ethos of staff and pupils.”

When children join HDPS we
aim to make their transition
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from pre-school to ‘big school’
as seamless as possible. They
At Hawes Down, we want all our children to have a wide
meet their class teachers during
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induction sessions in July, and again during home visits
their core learning. Throughout the school there are
just before starting school. Reception classes follow the
opportunities to benefit from:
Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) curriculum where the
• specialist coaching for all in a range of sports, and events
children learn through a balance of play and more structured
such as swimming gala, cross-country and inter-school
activities. Our indoor and outdoor learning environments
competitions
have been carefully developed to encourage children
to be independent and to challenge them. We want
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• school outings in every year group and residential
We have a terrific team of committed teachers and
trips in Years 5 and 6
support staff that are passionate about teaching and
• involvement in school council, year group and wider
provide our children with engaging and inspiring learning
school responsibilities
experiences across a well-balanced, broad and enriched
curriculum. We value our strong parental partnerships
• after-school activities such as drama, arts, science club,
and the children leave us with happy memories of school.
computer explorers, martial arts, foreign languages

“Some parents sought me out to tell me how safe and
happy their children feel, and that when there were issues
staff deal with them quickly and sensitively.”
“You have an excellent
working knowledge
of the local special
educational needs offer
and use this to give the
best advice to pupils
and parents on their
future destinations.”
“The staff morale is
high. Skilled teachers
are suppor ted by
experienced subject
leaders.”
“You rightly prioritise
the teaching of literacy
and numeracy, but not at the expense of other subjects.
The school’s wide-ranging curriculum includes themed
work which helps broaden pupils’ learning.”
“Pupils are happy in lessons, they have a strong sense of
direction and embrace high teacher expectations. They
have an excellent attitude towards their learning, are polite
and well mannered.”

