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At HDPS, we are committed to ensuring equality of opportunity for all pupils, staff, parents and 

carers irrespective of age, disability, gender reassignment, marriage and civil partnership, pregnancy 

and maternity, race and culture, religion or belief, sex, and sexual orientation. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Working Group 

We have a dedicated Equality, 

Diversity and Inclusion working group. 

The EDI working group meet regularly 

to ensure EDI is embedded and 

developed throughout the school 

community. We produce our EDI 

Bulletin half termly to keep you fully 

informed and involved. 

We welcome new ideas and want to 

include views and input from a 

diverse a group as possible.  

Currently our working group is 

comprised of: 

EDI Lead 

KS1 teacher 

EYFS, KS1 and KS2 ARPs teachers  

ARPS TA  

KS2 teacher & English lead 

Parent 

Governor 

Pupil involvement 

Have your say ~ 

Please contact office@hdps.org.uk 

(F.A.O Mrs Marsh) if you would like to 

share your EDI ideas or views for Issue 

3 (April 2022). 

 

 

Valued Voices 

Pupils ~ At the start of the Spring term, our Cultural Ambassador (Y6 pupil) and 
the Head and Deputy pupils presented an assembly that they had prepared for 
all pupils about the importance of EDI in HDPS. 

 

Upcoming Dates  

2.2.22 National Girls and Women in Sports Day 

3.3.22 World Book Day ‘You are a Reader’ Particular focus 

            ‘Reaching children disadvantaged backgrounds’ 

8.3.22 International Women’s Day  

‘It helped us understand 

why it is important to 

learn that we all come 

from different 

backgrounds…’ 

Yr 6 pupil 

 

‘We should all 

respect each 

other’s 

differences…’ 

Cultural Ambassador – Yr 6  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     

 

 

‘Spreading the word’ about signing  

 

 Each day, staff and children shared and learnt 

festive signs in the lead up to Christmas. This was 

encouraged at school and at home by sharing the 

Makaton Advent Calendar in class and on the 

website.  

 In every assembly staff use Makaton to greet the 

whole school. Each week we introduce a topical 

sign of the week for all the children to practise and 

learn. The sign of the week is shared on the 

website and in the reception area.  

 After a very successful first course, our own 

Makaton Tutor, Mrs Gillette, is currently leading a 

second level 1 Makaton course. This involves ARPS 

Teaching Assistants, Teachers and the Pastoral 

Lead. The school has since been approached for 

our Makaton Tutor to share further training 

opportunities with our parents/carers and 

specialist professionals. 

 This week we have been learning the Makaton 

signs for ‘Chinese New Year’ and ‘Year of the Tiger’ 

in assembly. Here are some of Oberon class 

practising the sign for ‘tiger’   

 

 

 

 

The Changing Role of Women  

In history this term Year 5 are learning about ‘The 

Changing Role of Women’ from medieval times to the 20th 

Century.  

In one of our lessons, we discussed how social 

conventions and rules have changed since the 19th 

century and we learnt about ‘social etiquette’. Some of 

what we found out shocked us! 

 

Art – Year 5 are also looking at female mosaic artists 

(linked to our history topic). We are going to create our 

own version of this photo mosaic entitle ‘The Face of 

Suffrage’ – although it might not be as big! 

 

The Face of Suffrage consists of a floor-based, 200 metre square photo mosaic composed of more than 3,500 images of 

females from across the West Midlands. 

It combines historical images of women involved in the Suffrage movement from the early 1900s and photographs made 

today by people of women in their lives. 

The image is of Evaline Hilda Burkitt who was the first suffragette to be forcibly fed – a total of 292 times. Year 5 will 

learn about the Suffrage Movement in their history lessons.  

‘No young lady shall go to a 

ball without the protection 

of a married woman, or an 

elderly man.’ 

‘I think this rule is very silly because young women 

are perfectly capable of protecting themselves. These 

rules are unfair to women!’ Sophia – Juno Class 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Reading Ambassadors have reviewed some new 
books featuring diverse characters, or written by 
diverse authors.  

Reviews…. Y6 SB to send 

 

Year 1 Kenya 

We are delighted to celebrate the topic which Year 1 have recently started learning about: Kenya, covering many 
aspects of inclusion and diversity.  
The children enjoyed their wow moment on Kenya, Africa when their teachers shared some African items. This 
included some bracelets/beads, some native/traditional clothing and accessories and a bowl and tool that people 
used to crush and mix food. The children got to handle these things and discuss their uses. They talked about key 
differences between England and Kenya, including the housing, food and clothes and also looked at other 
information such as the flag, how to say hello and we even learnt how to count to 10 in Swahili!  
 
The children have also learnt 15 ways of saying hello in different languages during the register, which they have 
become very confident with and really enjoy!  
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PSHE in Year 6: 

 

This term, year 6 have been learning about public sexual harassment  

 

‘Year 6 had a talk about public sexual harassment, which is a subject all 

students/people should be taught about. 

 

It is a form of bullying that is usually targeted towards females and can 

make them feel insecure. 

 

Some examples of public sexual harassment are: 

 

Older males beeping or shouting at younger girls. 

 

Starting a conversation with a person that goes a bit too far that can lead 

to a person to feeling uneasy. 

 

It is not always males who are responsible for sexual harassment. 

 

Everyone should be aware of this so in the future less people feel 

uncomfortable.’ 

Year 6 pupils   

Drama Workshop 

Children from our ARPS classes enjoyed a jungle themed drama workshop 

session.  

 



EDI through Reading 

 ‘Reading is about connections, bringing text and reader experience together.  Some books 

connect with us more directly than others, resonating with our culture, thinking and 

lifestyle’. 

Jake Hope (Centre for Primary Education – ‘Reflecting Realities’) 

Our aim at HDPS is to connect all our children to the books they read, share and enjoy in class and 

across the curriculum. We use stories to celebrate the vibrancy, richness and diverse community in 

which we live. Our Year 6 Reading Ambassadors have made it their task to promote some of the 

newer, more diverse titles and authors we have in our library to encourage other children across the 

school to read them. This review is by Mollie. 

Look out for Issue 3, April 2022  

Please contact office@hdps.org.uk (F.A.O Mrs Marsh) if you 

would like to share your EDI ideas or views. 

 

About the author:  

Polly Ho-Yen is a writer based in Bristol. Her debut novel, Boy in the 

Tower, was shortlisted for the Blue Peter Book Award, Waterstones 

Children's Book Prize and the Federation of Children's Book Groups Book 

Award. All three of her middle-grade novels have been nominated for 

the Carnegie Medal. 

My Recommendation!  

The story centres around a boy called Ade who has to try and escape his 

tower block when buildings start to fall down because of plants called 

Bluchers. Everyone else leaves the town to stay safe but he can’t 

because his mother is very ill. Along the way, he meets a range of other 

very interesting characters.   

 

This book is one of a kind and very well written. Although it is an 

amazing book, it is definitely one for older children (Year 5 or 6). You 

need to be a committed reader to read this as it has got sixty chapters! 

The relationships between the characters, the action scenes and the 

plot, all combine together to make a genuinely good read. It is probably 

the best book I’ve read all year. I hope you get the chance to read it and 

enjoy it too.  

mailto:office@hdps.org.uk

